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• Welcome  

• Assessment Objectives

• Question types 

• Mark schemes

• Exemplars Paper 1: Using the mark schemes 

• Exemplars Paper 2: Using the mark schemes

• Support and questions

Session Agenda
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• To gain an understanding of the Assessment Objectives 

for this qualification.

• To understand the question types for the qualification.

• To understand the mark schemes for the qualification.

• To practise using the mark schemes using exemplar 

student work.

• To learn more about the support available from Pearson 

in relation to assessment and exemplars.

• To have the opportunity to network and share ideas with 

other teachers.

Aims and Objectives
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A reminder of the specification

Paper 1

Poetry and Modern Prose

SECTION  A – Unseen Poetry

SECTION B – Anthology

SECTION C – Modern Prose

Examination 

Set and marked externally

2 hours

Total Marks 90

60% of total

Paper 2

Modern Drama and 

Literary Heritage texts

SECTION A – Modern Drama

SECTION B – Heritage texts

Examination

Set and marked externally

1 hour 30 minutes

Total Marks 60

40% of total

Paper 3

(Coursework option) 

Modern Drama and 

Literary Heritage Texts

ASSIGNMENT A – Modern 

Drama

ASSIGNMENT B – Literary

Heritage 

Teacher-devised  or student-

devised assignments

Internally set and assessed

Externally moderated

Total marks 60

40% of total



04/05/2020

5

Assessment 

Objectives
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Paper Section AO

1 A AO2

1 B AO2, AO3

1 C AO1, AO4

2 A AO1, AO2

2 B AO1, AO2, AO4

3 Assignment A AO1, AO2 

3 Assignment B AO1, AO2, AO4

Questions will test the following Assessment Objectives 
(AOs):
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Mark Schemes
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Both Paper 1 and Paper 2 have detailed mark schemes.

For all questions, we provide ‘indicative content’ followed by  

the mark grid.

Looking at key words in the mark grids:

Level 1: limited, simple

Level 2: some, largely narrative 

Level 3: sound, relevant

Level 4: thorough, sustained, detailed, fully relevant examples

Level 5: assured, perceptive, discriminating

Mark Schemes
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Paper 1 

Poetry and

Modern Prose
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Assessment Overview Paper 1: Section A

Paper 1 assesses 60% of the total International English 

Literature Qualification. There are three sections on the paper.

Section A: Unseen Poetry 

Close analysis of an unseen poem printed in the question paper

Questions will test:

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by writers 

to create meanings and effects. 

Total maximum mark Section A = 20
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The poem in the Sample Assessment Materials is 

The Geography Lesson by Brian Patten.

1.   Explore how the writer presents the geography 

teacher in this poem.

In your answer you should consider the poet’s:

• descriptive skills

• choice of language

• use of form and structure.

Support your answer with examples from the poem.
(Total mark for Question 1 = 20 marks)

Section A: Unseen Poetry
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Assessment Overview Paper 1: Section B

Section B: Anthology Poetry

Choice of two questions: one question with two named poems; one 
question with a named poem and choice of comparison poem.

A copy of the Poetry Booklet will be provided in the examination for 
reference.

Questions will test:

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by writers to 

create meanings and effects (maximum mark 15)

AO3 Explore links and connections between texts 

(maximum mark 15) 

Total maximum mark for Section B = 30
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Students should answer ONE question from this section. 

EITHER

2   Re-read Blessing and War Photographer.

Compare the ways the writers present powerful images in Blessing and 

War Photographer.

You should make reference to language, form and structure.

Support your answer with examples from the poems.

(Total for Question 2 = 30 marks)

OR

3   Re-read La Belle Dame sans Merci.

Compare how the writers present relationships in La Belle Dame sans 

Merci and one other poem from the anthology.

You should make reference to language, form and structure.

Support your answer with examples from the poems.

(Total for Question 3 = 30 marks)

Section B: Anthology Poetry
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In the materials pack, the following exemplars are available:

Anthology Poetry:

Response 1 Q2 Level 1 – 6 marks

Response 2 Q2 Level 2 – 12 marks

Response 3 Q2 Level 5 – 25 marks

Paper 1 Section B: Exemplars
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Read the Candidate 1 response in your ‘Marking Exercise’ 

document. 

Using the mark grid, what Level and mark would you give 

this response?

Paper 1 Section B: Marking Exercise
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Assessment Overview Paper 1: Section C

Section C: Modern Prose

Students study one Modern Prose text and answer one question 

from a choice of two.

Questions will test the following Assessment Objectives:

AO1 Demonstrate close knowledge and understanding of texts, 

maintaining a critical style and presenting an informed personal  

engagement (maximum mark = 20)

AO4 Show understanding of the relationships between texts 

and contexts in which they are written (maximum mark = 20)

Total marks for Section C is 40

Total marks for Paper 1 is 90
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To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

EITHER

4  Explore the character of Jem in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel in your answer.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)

OR

5  Show how prejudice is significant in To Kill a Mockingbird.

You must consider the context of the novel in your answer.

(Total for Question 5 = 40 marks)

Paper 1 Section C: Modern Prose
Sample questions from the SAMs
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In the materials pack, the following exemplars are available:

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Response 4 Q4 Level 2 – 11 marks

Response 5 Q4 Level 3 – 22 marks

Response 6    Q5 Level 4 – 28 marks

Paper 1 Section C: Exemplars
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Read Candidate 2 response in your ‘Marking Exercise’ 

document. 

Using the mark grid, what Level and mark would you give 

this response?

Paper 1 Section C: Marking Exercise
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Paper 2 

Modern Drama 

and Literary 

Heritage Texts
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One Modern Drama text

A View from the Bridge                   Arthur Miller

An Inspector Calls                           J.B. Priestley

The Curious Incident of the

Dog in the Night-time Simon Stephens

Kindertransport                              Diane Samuels

Death and the King’s Horseman    Wole Soyinka

One Literary Heritage text

Romeo and Juliet                            William Shakespeare

Macbeth                                          William Shakespeare

The Merchant of Venice William Shakespeare

Pride and Prejudice                        Jane Austen

Great Expectations                         Charles Dickens

The Scarlet Letter                            Nathaniel Hawthorne

Paper 2 is open book. The list of prescribed editions can be 

found in the Specification. 

Paper 2: Set texts
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Section A – Modern Drama

Students will study one text from the prescribed list for this section of 

the paper and will answer one question on their chosen text.

Teaching should focus on the study of the whole text.

Section B – Literary Heritage

Students will study one text from the prescribed list for this section of 

the paper and will answer one question on their chosen text.

Teaching should focus on the study of the whole text.

This paper is open book. Candidates will be able to take a clean and 

unannotated copy of their texts into the examination.   

Paper 2: Content Overview
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A View from the Bridge: Arthur Miller

EITHER

1    Alfieri: ‘ You won’t have a friend in the world, Eddie! Even those who  

understand you will turn against you, even the ones who feel the same will 

despise you!’   

Explore the significance of community in the play.

You must consider language, form and structure in your answer.

(Total for Question 1 = 30 marks) 

OR

2   Show how the relationship between Catherine and Beatrice develops 

throughout the play.

You must consider language, form and structure in your answer.

(Total for Question 2 = 30 marks)

Paper 2 Section A: Modern Drama
Sample Questions
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Please refer to the exemplar answers in your materials.

A View from the Bridge, Arthur Miller

Response 7   Q2 Level 4 – 22 marks

Response 8   Q1 Level 5 – 28 marks 

Response 9   Q2 Level 3 – 14 marks

Detailed commentaries are provided for you to look at after the 

session and to retain for future reference.

Paper 2 Section A: Modern Drama Exemplars



04/05/2020

26

Read the Candidate 3 response in your ‘Marking Exercise’ 

document. 

Using the mark grid, what Level and mark would you give 

this response?

Paper 2 Section A: Marking Exercise
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Choice of two questions per text

AO1, AO2 and AO4 assessed

30 marks

Paper 2 Section B: Literary Heritage
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Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare

EITHER

11 Explore the idea that Tybalt is responsible for the violence in the play.

You must consider language, form and structure and refer to the    

context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 11 = 30 marks) 

OR

12  ‘Love is a major theme in Romeo and Juliet.’

How far do you agree with this statement?

You must consider language, form and structure and refer to the context 

of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 12 = 30 marks)

Paper 2 Section B: Literary Heritage 
Sample Questions
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Paper 3 

Coursework Option

Modern Drama and 

Literary Heritage 

Texts
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Assessment Overview
• Paper 3 is available as an alternative to Paper 2.

• Paper 3 assesses 40% of the total English Literature 

Qualification.

• Students will be required to respond to teacher-devised or 

student-devised tasks to write two coursework assignments.

• These will be internally set and assessed and externally 

moderated by Pearson.

• Set texts for the assignments are the same as those for Paper 2, 

Sections A and B.

• Teaching should focus on the study of whole texts to encourage 

reading skills and to produce clear and coherent writing.

• There is no prescribed word length for the coursework paper. 

Typically each task may be up to 600 to 1000 words, but there

are no penalties for exceeding this guidance.   

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary
Heritage Texts (Coursework Option)
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Assignments could take the following formats:
Assignment A

Explore the ways in which Priestley presents women in An Inspector Calls.

In what ways does Miller present conflict in A View from a Bridge?

Assignment B

‘Jane Austen allows the reader to see many different forms of love in 

Pride and Prejudice’. To what extent do you agree?

How does Dickens portray city life in Great Expectations?

Paper 3: Setting coursework tasks
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Section A

An Inspector Calls  L3  15

Kindertransport L4  19

A View from the Bridge L5  28

The Curious Incident … L5  30

Section B

Great Expectations  L3  15

Romeo and Juliet  L3  16

Macbeth L4  21

Pride and Prejudice L5  30

Paper 3: Coursework exemplars
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Context
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AO4: Show understanding of the relationships between 

texts and the contexts in which they were written 

Relate all context points to the text: it is not sufficient to add a 

‘bolt-on’ unrelated paragraph at the start of the answer.

Ideally, some examples should be supported with contextual 

comment.

Remember, it is a literary essay and not a ‘historical’ essay, but 

context must be included.

Approaches to teaching context: 
relevant to Paper 1 - Modern Prose text (13%) and 
Papers 2/3 - Literary Heritage text (7%)
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Examples for Paper 1, To Kill a Mockingbird:

• such features as questioning the fairness of the law and Tom 

Robinson’s trial 

• the racial prejudice in Maycomb society

• divisions in the white society of Maycomb (the ‘comfortably off’ 

and the poor, from the Cunninghams to the Ewells) 

• racial segregation shown in the separate homes of the black 

people and the visit to Calpurnia’s church. Relevant reference 

may be made to the Jim Crow Laws or the Scottsboro  Boys 

Trial, which may have informed Tom Robinson’s trial.

Approaches to teaching context: 
relevant to Paper 1 - Modern Prose text (13%)
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Romeo and Juliet:

• Italian setting: connotations of violence and revenge/heat of the day

• Tybalt’s name related to violence: ‘King of Cats’

• quarrels and misunderstandings through duelling in Shakespeare’s 

time. Tybalt’s duel was intended to be a duel with Romeo to recover 

his wounded honour.

Great Expectations:

• contrasts of social class: Satis House and Pip’s humble abode

• ‘nouveau riche’: Miss Havisham’s father was a rich brewer

• apprenticeships for boys (Pip is apprenticed to a blacksmith)

• Estella is adopted: many children abandoned at birth / mothers put 

into the workhouse.

Approaches to teaching context: 
Paper 2 or 3 - Literary Heritage text (7%)
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Further Support
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Support overview for International GCSE 
in English Literature

Getting Started 
Guide & 

Scheme of 
Work

Getting Ready 
to Teach Events

Subject 
interpretation of 

transferable 
skills

Subject Advisor Results Plus
Regional 
Support 
Manager

Curriculum 
Matched 

Publishing

Exemplar 
Marked 

Responses

Additional SAMs

Exam Wizard Lesson Plans Topic booklets
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Your Subject Advisor is Clare Haviland

Email: TeachingEnglish@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0)20 7010 2183

Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

English Forum The English forum is a discussion platform for English 

teachers. It highlights useful documents and allows teachers to 

share information directly.

Contact your dedicated Subject 
Advisor

mailto:TeachingEnglish@pearson.com
https://twitter.com/@PearsonSciences
http://community.edexcel.com/english/f/12.aspx
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Any questions?
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Please fill in your 
evaluation form

We value your 
feedback!
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